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General Geo. H. Thomas’s Attitude Towards the Secession

of Virginia. |
By W. GORDON M’CABE, Formerly Adjutant of Pegram’s Artillery Battalion, A. N. V.

(From the Lond 8
: April ﬂln:; ;lqt;lsn:ay Reylow; standing llke adamant agalnst the pro-
. 1012 5 oling In the regiment, |
[It seoms scarcely neceEsary for Southern feeol
| I’ et
us to add any prefatory remarka to have undar my hand as 1 write the

this article from the Saturday Review,
as Colonel McCabe, in this “Rejoin-
der," has tully glven the clreumstances
under whieh {I waa written, It may
be noticed, however, that Major John
C, White, U, B A. (retired), did not
ventures to attack any point In Col-
onel MeCabe's military ecriticism of
Formby's “Civil War In Americn,” but
devoted nearly every line of his long
letter to a denlal of Colonel MeCabe's
assartlon that both Thomas and Far-
TREUL (unlike Lee) were ‘“rampant
Eecesslonists” unt!l the very hour that
Virginla seceded. It seams to us that
this “Rejoinder” (much of it as to
the Eecond Cavalry belng based on
Colonal McCabe's Investigation of un-
published records in the War Depart-
inent) should definitely efttle the
Thomas question for all time, and In-
eldentally “settla” Major J. C. White,
U, B 2. (Retired), at the same tifme,—
Ed. note.]

But for the kindnezs of an old
friend In England, 1 should never have
g2en the very heated and rather un-
derbred communleation of “Mnjar J. 1
Vhite, U. 5. A. (Retlred),” which ap-
peared in “the Saturda¥” some months

Ago, when 1 was out of town for
Fevearal weeks My friend wrote that
It was “a hea=tly rude attack” on my

erltiqia of Farmby¥'as “American Civil
War.” publlshed nearly six manths ARD
In ¥our columns,

Within n few days after receiving
his latter, 2 murked copy of “the Sat.
urdar came to me, and my rurpries
on reading the wrtielse may be imag-
inad when I found that the “gallant
Major” (all majors are “gallant” In
fiction) had not dared to attempt any

refutatlon of a single, one of my
strictures on Formhy's blunders, Lut
had devated himself to denying, “at
the top of his svoics’ my assertiog
tat the close «of mr rcritlgque) that
eneral George M. Thomae and Ad-
miral Farragut had both heen, up ln]
the very esve of the wiur, “rampant
Becassinniste” ) that they pnd rr;malr-'.-l
l¥ declared tn btrother afficers thelr
Iutention 1o “follow thelr Statez'" |If
these Htnte: peceded, and that, when
the cruclal test cume, they alded with
the North because of thelr ambition
far promotion.

Thomus was 4 great soldier (far su-
nerior to Grant, 'in my opinlen) and
Farragut wax A Ereal sallor, sa no
discu=sfon invalved as to  their|
ablilty and courage. Bur stand by |
nvers word [ wrote as to thel: ex- |
pressed purpose to espouse the =South-!
ernoelide In the event of sepiration and
WAT. |

Ag the [rate Malor has devoted al-
mert five-sixth= of his diatribe 1o &
Gisingenuous discussion of Thomans's
vase (confessing that he “doer not|
Vosscks suci Intlmats and personal
knowledge'-—mark the “'parsonal’—of
Farra s action as of the other), 1
shall have to sxposs Rim step by step, |
in his rambiing communication, and
cvansider at a later time What he has
in ray touching Farragut's attitude.
Am a4 matier of fact, he ha® no *‘per-|
sonal’ knowledge of elther, and the
woraps of information that he has|
picked up from the saveral hingraphies !
of General Thomas are prescnted with
consistent |gnorance and lnaccuracy.

1. Incidentally,® befare Siaving me !
with that osssous weapon which Snmp-
wirlded witiy such deadly effect
ain=t the Phillstines, and of which

major porsexses such an eany and |
mastery, he resents savagely |
of Generil Bheridan an!
mnd my charnc\rl'lzlng,
Pope as n “braggary’ |
inconsiderate in me to!
v such a4 long ward aAf
to struggle with, but|
avold “the shorter i)
That he may hav
#% Lo my :lu-:u.inl:.l
dellberate convic-
tlon that Philip Sheridan (whom 1 al-
Iawed In my articla to be an “able”
wificer) was the most monumental and
cologsn] lar =ince Ananins.  His field |
digpatches and officia] reporis glve |
nmple =upport to this eonvietlon, and |
lifg memaory, linked with that of the |
Iinfamous Sherman, = execrated |
throughout the whale South to-day. |

Fleaderas of the Major's letter have,
1o douhbt, notlesd that Colonel Donn !
Platt is nhis “oraele.’” In fact, Piatt's|
"Life of Thomas" conatjtutes the|
egurce of all the major's learning,
and forms the backbone of well-pigh |
all his arguments (7). Let me com
mend to ths ma ‘s attention p. 1
of this precious volume (which no
Englishman {8 saver llkely ta see),
wherein Platt epeaks of “the mieer-
able misrepresentations of EBheridan”
slong with those of (Grant and of
Hherman,

As to John Pops, tha eplithet nr'
“braggart” wWas 20 consistently at-|
tached to his neme that many South-
ern lada grew 1o manhood hefore they
learned that “braggart Pope' was not
wne waord,

Such was his reputation In the nld
gervice (see General IT. P Alexander's
“Memoirs”, London: 1908), and again
we refer the Major to hia “oracle”,
‘who, to defend FPope from the ridi-
cule he had drawn upon himself (in
both armles), i driven to invent the
m¥th  that “the=a honstful orders
writien at the War Department by
Fecretary Stanton were lssuad over
the name of General Pope. They were
unforiunete, tor while they deca'ved
no one, they placed the new com-
mander In a false position.”

The “‘new commander’” cams out of
the West In July, 1862, te “sava Wash-
ington,” and at once [ssued the most
theatrical pronunciamentos to the
three armies placed under his com-
mand, Hia dizpatches rivalled thoss of
Hheridan for pure lying as to mythleal
successes, but within a singla month
pf the t'me that “Old Sorawall'”
with half his numbers, tackled him at

1

1he
natural

my speaking
“Inveracioun,'”
tianeral Joh:
Perhaps It
Eive the
Iinvaracl
1 did =n
the ugller
howaver

1

tn
word.*

doubt
hera sel down my

no

“Cedar Mountaln” and gava him
what “the Great Duks"” was wont to
term a *“d——d good llcking" this

FAombastes Furioso was cowerlng with'
his routed armies behind the impreg-
nable fortifications of Washington,
whence, stripped of hie command, hes
was incontinently kicked back into the
West to quell some minor Indlan dls-
iurbances. Furthermore, to show what
Pope's own peopla thought of him,
the Hon. Gldeon Wellen, Becratary of
the Navy In Lincolns Cabinet, writea
in his “Dlary¥'" (recently publishad),
under data of 25th September, 1882:
“Popa {8 denounced as a braggart un-
equal to the position assigned him'
(i, 105); and, on a previous page (l.
104), records that tha Hon. Montgom-
ery Blalr (alfo & member of Lincoln's
('abinet) declared outright at a Cahb-
inet meeting that “hs had known him
(Pope) Intimately’" and that “he was
g braggart and llar” No doubt ha
was A soldler after the Major's own
lieart!

3. Now comea the gravamen of ths
Major's truculent complaint: “IL is
absolutely Incredbbla that your con-
tributor should not have heen ac-

| A% Mr, C

wgualnted with the facts Involved in the

F

COLONEL W. GORDON McUABFE,

traduction ¢(sle) to which he has lent

himself, He surely could not have been |

ut his best when he ascribad unworthy
mollves to thos two from his own
Htate, when t unheeltatingly and
unawervingly selected the courge their
conscience dictated to them."
Pausing ths briefest moment to note
thiat the Major (who ia a perfect en-

cyclopasdia of misinformation) has
made Farragut a Virginlan, whereas
he wag a Tennessecan, may I be nl-'
Jowed to point out in the former of

these two sentences vet another |Hus-

|tration of what hoa ba=n an Immemo-

rial puzzia 1o geontlafolk—the fondness,
nav, passion, of the uneducated (the
Major is not, of ecourse, *“a Weat
Polnter,” Lut rose from belng an “en-
linted man In the Regulars” to a lleu-
tenancy ino doubt deservedly) as late
ap 1864—the fondness, 1 say, of un-
educated people for using “'blg words,”
of whose meaning they have not the

falntest (des. Tha Major evidently
thinks that “traducilon” has some-
thing to do with traduclng people,

whereas, as all edurated men and wo-
men know, thera is not even a sem-
blance of such meaning in the word,
wles  Jeemsa  Yellowplush
would kay, “Please, alr, may I 'and you
tha Dixshunary?'"' .
4. The Major then gives us a long
ligt of people who have attested Thom-
AR's Yunswerving loyalty"—a 1ist too
iong and oo Inconsequent to be met
down again, The Major Is right (for

once) In his conjfecture—I sweep aslde|

what they say on this spsclal point
as “"hysterical dsninls after the event,”
for they are all rabidly Northern in
their s¥mpathies, and some of them
disreputable witneases in any cass In
whith they might give testimony.

Hut may I pause at the name of his
first and nost distinguished
rather, notorious) witness, General
Wm, Tecumseh Sherman (whose pname
the Major, with his usual Inaccuracy,
Eets wrong, of course, calllng him
“Tecumseh W."), and ask any English
gentleman and soldler whether they
would helleve on cath this men (final-
Iy commanding General of the Army
of the United States), who, In his Om-
clal Repaort (4 April, 18653), of his ruth-
lees march of piliage, arson and raps
through Georgia and the Carolinas,
“without hesitatlon” charged an hon-
orable foeman, Idsut-General Wada
Hnampton, of the Confederats Cavalry,
with the wanton vagdalism of laying
in ashes Columbia, thes ecapital of
South Carolina, whers General Hamp-
ton had a stately home—though he
knew from his own eyes the charge
was utterly false; and then, ten years
after the war was over, .unconsclous
that he was, under his own hand,
writing down hig own eternal Infamy,
admit In his “"Memoirs” (vel f{i., p.
287): “In my official report of the con-
nagration, T distinetly charged it to
General Wade Hampton, and confess
I did s0, pointedly, to shake the faith
of his people in him, for he was in my
opinion boastful and professed to be
the specia]l champlon of SBouth Caro-
linn."

I1f In all the history of honorabla
warfara there be found so sghaimeless
A etory as this, T know it not. Under
his own hand, I repeat, without the
fa'nteat preception of his own base-
nets, he practically confesses, “Tes 1
Tled—lled knowingly about a chival-
roug gentleman and soldier, who camea
of n great race—'to shake the falth
of his own peopls in him."

Aa John Pope s & soldler, g0, doubt-
less, fa Wm, T. Sherman s witnass,
after Malor John C. White's own heart
(though Shermean, according to Platt,
wnas om¥ of Thomae's tricklest de-
tractors).

4. The Major tells us that “Sherman
visited Colonel Thomas when he joln-
el 'the Army of the B8henandoah’, and
records his testimony aa to the con-
versation that took place, which
breathed absolute loyalty to the
Un'on. Here i the same muddlehead-
ed imisapprehension of the polnt at
issue—Thomas's attitude hefore Vir-
ginia seceded, not his profession of
“absolute lovalty™ after hs had cross-
ed his Rubieon and burnt his bridges
(the use of that nobls word "loyaity"
as employed by the Major and other
“naytional patriuts” always reminds
me of what *“Doll Tearsheet"” says of
tha word “captain"—"God's light, these
vilialns will make the word as odlous
as the word “ocoupy,’ which was an
excellent good word befora it was 111-

sorted.'”)y
5. Next In ordar, Major Whita cltes
Major R. W. Johnson's “Memair"

Thamas, “careful savan to ecrupulosity,”
ag Doctor Houth was wont to say, In
noting the page “at seq'” (sle) of
that volume, seeking thereby to ‘m-
press his renders with his wide inves-
tigation, and by preclsa refarences to
hooks they had nover assen, and never
would see, to cover up his own *“plen-
tifyl lack of wit" (“wit", Major, means
hera “knowledge,” “‘smensn’).

Why he should have ecited Major
Johnson (“pp. 37 st seq.') will proba-

{or. |

bly never be Known to histerleal stu- |

dents untll the eecrets of all hearts|
Are revealed, for beyxond the highiy
exciting atatement that "the writer

war etatloned at Fort Mason,
Colone] Lea received the order to ro-
port to General Scott™ (Thomas be-
Ing. on leuve stlll), Lthere (s ahsolute=
1¥ nothing in his narrative that sub-
stantiates the Major's absurd
Accurate statements touching the pro-
motiona and personne]l of the 2nd Cav-
alry. Indeed, after reading what Ma-
Jor White writes (following tha el-
tatlon), 1 very ssrlously doubt wheth-

when

er ho ever saw in all his life nn om-

cial roster of that famous reglment. | the following April, so we find Thomas | Letcher of that State (Virginla) prof-
What is rvight in the half-column l:o'ln New York vallantly proclalming hir | foring him an appoelntmant ns Chief
writes about the reglment hes been | “unswerving lovaliy”' to his comrades | of Ordnance, C .8, Army. His stern
known to even the “general reader”| more than a thiousand miles away. ! reply, under date of 12 March, 1861,
eince the Intancy of Noah, He starls|Jsp't It funny, Isn't it sad, that men |can be found in Donn Platt's work,
off with a grave blunder and ends with hbeards on thelr faces can utter| on page 82" It would ha ir-
with a nonaengical lllustratlon that|and swallow such drivalling “rot"! ritating, dld It not end by he-
“.m nm::nl.: SR ozu Pelnters.' But his The Major, no doubt, saw the dit-|coming pitiable, to sea a mian cursed
al';;irn:d :fu‘::rl:u;\—;lcl:aor”{}ﬂnr;ﬂ: ;::} 1!:—‘1.:!1(5"1.:“)‘. but having resolved tn retall’| With sush ignorance and inaccuracy.

eany familiarity wity his bettors, are
dellclous. "The senlor malor,” he says,
“W. J. Hardee, hag been recently pro-
moted Lo the lleutenant-coloneley of
the 4th (formerly the 1st
thus elevating Thomas to the position
of senlor majer.” Not one word of this
Is true, Hardee had not been “recently
promoted” at the time he mentioned,

| readers, adopted the simple and Ingen-
ious device of suppreesing the passngol‘h" positien had been fillad—there was

Cavalry), |

but as for back as 28 June, 1840, |
(seven months before Lee left for|
Washington), he was promoted Into|

the 1st Cavalry, which did not become |

the 4th untll more than & year aftoer
he entered It, and, finally,
motlon 4id not “elevate "homas to the
position of senior mnajor” In the cav-
alry service. There were still two ma-
jors senfor to Thomas. W. H. Emory
and John Sedgwick, Emory thus bhe-
cama lleutenant-colonel of the “First”
when Hardee resigned, and John Sedg-
wictk decams Heutenant-colonel
Thomas's regiment (2d), when Lee
wida promoted colonel of “the Flrst”
(16 March, 18815, Thomnas stlll remaln-
ing major. This Is surely A fine array
of blunders for an officer to  hegln
with, who eonds up his second-hand
knowledge with the flamboyant boast,
“These are the official records ta he
known to (slc) all men” Alack, I fear

the true “officlal records” will never
be “known 10" tha Major!

Events were now moving fast (Les
did not reach YWashington until 1
March), and Thomag yonder In New
York, whilom “rampant Secesslon-

ist’* at the meas-table in Texas, beBAD | 4000 sald himsel

his ' pro- | ing

F

of |

i handwriting, now In the MS3, Divislon | Ellght one, is that the “C. 5 Army" al-
of the Virginia State Library;: (2) a Fendy had & Chief of Ordnance.

letter from Major-Genfsral Fltzhugh | The simple facts are (and this, too,
Lee printed in the “Richmond Dis-|will be brapd-new to the Major and
pateh' of 23 April, 1870; (3) "Fitty |all the rest of his kindred “nayilonal
Years' Observatlon,” ete., of Maj.-Gen- | patriuts”) that Thomas had among thae
eral E. I Keyes, U, 8B, A. Why dld| professors at “the Institute,” as it Is
not this metleulously accurate Major | still cajlad, an old West Polnt class-
print In his communlcation a sinzle ! mate, Major Willilam Gilham, who,
word of any of them? Above all (M | wishing to do “old Tom" a good turn,
i he pleads “lack of epa<e’ for all four). | especinlly after his fallure to socure
why did he not publish Thomas's let- | the “commandant's' place, suggested
ter to Governor Lidtcher of \‘.'lrg:!ntfi.lm his wold friend, Governor Letcher,
dated 12 March, 1861, a ‘“conclusive|whko had been for vears his  waar

"OMelal Army Reglster for 1561, is=ued
by the Adjutant-General of tha United
States Army, 1 January, 1861, anqg 1
September, 1881, There were In Jan-
uary, 1861, eleven ofMicers in tae 2nd
wino had been appeinted from Siates
ahsolutely Bouthern, twelve appolnted
I

from Northern and e States,
and fourteen appointed f{rom Bordesr
Statas—in all  thirty-zeven officers.

When the momentous  rsis came, nine-
teen of these officers took the Nortn-
ern side (though Licutenant Wihiherell,
of Michigan, wag dr cd hefore
reglment left Texas, and thus saw
servica), and eighlecn ontored the Con-
federate Army. Pooy : ! how the
renlly “officlul records’’ el
cocked hat” hia ta 1etorie
Thomas's “unawerving loyalty'!
stood alone,” says Plate!)

8, Then comes a reaj
of lovely

bonne bouche

[ myth, which lLne quotes
from =x-Presldent James A, Garfield’s
“brillfant oratlen” ©n  Thomas. In
which Garneld “recor {p. 12) that

when a comrade asked Thomas wihat

]

the |

no |

into o |
o about |
("Ile g

| ¢ Snowdrift is a whole

|

he would do M  Virginia  ehould |
vote to smecede—he the warm
retort, ‘1 will help tn whip  her
back.''" I shall say nothing ahout
“record (p. 12) that when a comrads |
akked Thomas what he would da Af

Virginia should vota to secode—hn mar
the warm start, ‘I I halp to whip
her bac I shall =ay nothinz aheir
the ex-§* ident—thes man is dead
Torgotten—but 1 must agaln refep
Major (Platt, a0

v
nrac

1rad
mecrans While
tn that Gin-
his real
venltent
documeants,
Aeliherainiy

ithe

T
€ry in plotting againel ¢
gerving as Chilef of &
eral. Now, the Major,

talent for suppressin
pasaages (and even whole
as we shall fee later on),

-
with
inen

25 Cents Worth of Snowdrift

is Equal to

98 Cents Worth of Butter

or Making Cake

Sold in Hermetically Seaied Cans Only

: : some shortening, useful and eco-
nomical. It is 100 per cent cooking value, as it is pure

Jat. Results entirely satisfactory, if you add a little salt.

{ Fry onions in Snowdrift; strain, and then fry chicken
in the same Snowdrift; the chicken will not taste of the
onions, because Snowdrift is odorless and tasteless,
and cannot absorb odors.

@ Butter will burn ata temperature of 300 degrees; Lard
340 degrees; Snowdrift not until 400 degrees-

Burning fat is useless.

omiis the words In Garfieid's frothy MADE BY
and mendaclous oration thet give Savannah - London
the time of the myth What Garfhi Th S th C tl 0 lC
e e B e OReIRlU B et Gricans € doutnern Lotion Vil Lompany Liverpool
tlons all the officers from the ssceded | Chicago Paris
Etules, who helonged tn the 2pd Cav- San Franclsco No. 24 Broad SL, New York ] Manchestepr

Joined the rebelllon. Thomas was

of the two, While his brother
officers were leaving nnd 4t ancs: tak- | 2cter, for wa find Major Johnson (p., count his chief characteristic.,. No| him, as he wan very gracious and
Ing high eommand in the rebel army, | 38) 1hus describing Thomas's wetlvity | sophistry can wrigele out of sueh a life-long frlend of Thomas, whethes
a comrade asked Thomas," ete. (quoted | (Within three months of the dats of | pliln statement as this, and Plutt's| It wne true that the Intter was known
Above) (Garfield's Works, [. 600), Now | thi® letter) In veorgunizing hia r:gl-| attempted explanation 1sso baldly ab-| as  ono  of the most m-onuunondj
Just a wes drop of the acld of truth | ment at Carlyle Barracks: *“The duties| surd and futlle that even hls subserv-

on this putrld mass of ignorant false- | Were sufficlent to break down any or-
and it vanishes In foul exhala- | dinary

hond,
tlons.
Texas

Thomas Tleft ihe regiment In
on 1 November, 1560, and went
North on leave. At Lthat time not a
single Southern Btate had seceded, no
“offkcers were leaving,” and no
army" was In ‘zxistence in which they
could *“at once take high

the myth for the benefit of English

that give the whol2 story the Ilu.

“rehel |

1 now come to the most flagrant in-|

stance of what !s practically . a shame-  ermar of Virginia could have “proffered

less suppression on tha Meajor's part,
$o far as Engliph readers are con-
cerned, of the actual “documents” that
would enable Englishman to diclde for
themselves,

Let me prefaca briefly that thers are | letter in “Platt” eurefully, he would
of the firet impor- |

two “documents'
tance pewring on this questlon of Gan-
eral Thomnas's attitude towards resign-
the old service, &and two others

only gecond to them, owing to ths

fact that they come from officers who |Nothing whatever to do with the "C.

enjoyed a very closa friendship with

him: (1) two letters in Thomas's own |WilL

document” which I Arst printed (“with
a few appropriate remarks”) in the
New York "Sun' of 22 December, 18037
He did not do so0 because he was afrald
to 12t English readers see what Thoma
f. e knew that, what-

|

to ‘'consider,” though hes had nat ,\'r.‘l|,.‘.,.,. elso = imeén may ba, thi
changed his Gtrong inclination, | are not fools, and that had he pub-
amounting Lo purpose, fo “follow NS | ycuoq that one letter hls wWretched so-

ny
conl
and

Biate.! All of his blographers
stress on his cautiouss. foresight,
judgment untouched of sentiment,
hiz native shrewdness. Southern offi-
cers wer» everywhere reslgning, and
he had but te “sit tight” to attnin tha
coveted promotion thus practically of-
fered him. Lesa had but to reslgn and
Sedgwicie would become Colonel and
Thomas Lieutenant-Colonel. Emory
had but to raalgn and Thomas would
pecoma Colonal. In such A mere hand-
ful of cavalry fleld-oflicers, each man
knew tha other and had almost certain
knowledge of what actlon each officer.
would take. With Albert Sidn:y John-
ston and Lee and Emory out of the
way, Thomas would necessarily becone
Colonel, All Mhres did  resign.
though Emory's resigrnatlon (he was
then marching homeward from the
Plains), which ha had left with a rel-
atlve In Baltimore In case Maryland
seceded, and which had been sent in
prematurely, was recialled and ex-
plaiged, and ha was reinstated In
the army. But the Secretary of
War was angered by hls resig-
nation, which waa recelved at the
War Department 8 May and accepted
8 May, on which date “lettera of pro-
motion" wera {gaued to Thomas, pro-
moting him to he Lizutenant-Colonel
to date from 25 Apgll and Colonel to
date from B8 May| raspectdvely. All
this 15 new to the Major, berause It
{s not In any of the books he has read,
hut is In the records. Emory was re-
Instated on 14 May, but only as Lieu-
tanant-Colonel., Thomas had been ‘‘se-
lected” In his place. Tt is an Inter-
asting stoary, but too long to set dawn
here.

Tha Major's nonsenslcal 1lustra-
tion"” to prove that Thomas had some-
what hard measurs meted out to him
iz that “he (Thomag) wnps not pro-
moted {n the parmanent establishment
until the Iattar part of 1863!" (observa
the exclamation-point to mark the
hardship). Why, Sherman, a far more
distingulshed officer than Thomas in
every way, dld not get his promotion
on the parmanent astablishment” until
1883, and the same (s true of a soore
of other oMcers of high Valunteer rank.
I fear the Malor has but & superficlal
acqudintance with his “Cullum'a Reg-
istor."”

Then' tha Major “coma2s out strong"
a3 to the personnel of the 2nd Cav-
alry, in order further to prove Thomns's
“stalwart and unswarving loyalty” In

would have been recelved by
sh soldiers with scornful Homerle
laughter., So this choelerle Major,
plumes himsalf upon rferring (o *“of-
ficinl records to be known to (sic) all
men (yet never cltes a single
In all his plethora of eltations). prin
none of the important “documents”
named above, hut snakingly refers to
“Fdatt, pp. 85 ot seq.” (sie) and “Platt,
p. 82" knowing full well that not one
of the readers of the Saturday Review
could have access to Platt's envenomed
book (a prrfect storehouse of mallg-
nant perversion,) unless perchance.
sufficlently Intercsted to make a pligri-

there.
Thug, practieally suppressing the
whole of the apparatus criticus, he

proceeds to glve hiz own gloss of the
contonts of thess lettars. T naed not
Ay that this gloss is deliberately falsd
from top to hottom,

In the first lettér, Thomas, who had

Ing from a rallway “car,” writes under
date of 18 January, 1561, to Caloncl
Franclis H. Smith (an old “West Paint-
er'' who had resigned ag fur back as
18360 superintendent of the “Virginia
Military Institut A State Institution,
whers “Stonewall” Jackson was then
ong of the professors, commonly known
as “tha West Point of the South”
(Piatt, In the depth of his ignorance,
calls It “a private school"™), asking
further (nformation touching an au-
vertisement that Colanel Smith  had

instructor In taotlea" at that greal
school. In thia letter Thomas wrilis:
“If not already flled, T will ba uffler
obllgations If you Wil inform me whay
salary and allownances pertaln te the
sltuntion, as from present appearance®
1 fear it will soon be neczssary for
mp to be looking for some means of
support. Tha Major and tha whole
gang of Thomas's apologists say that
ha wrota this letter bacikusa “he feared
he would bo unable {0 return to active
duty.” 8o, because 0f that four, thiy
“thoroughly consclentious man' sought
a position requiring & man of tha
grentest physical aoctivity and soldier-
ly “smartness!” That s the only ox-
planation any of them have ever glven,
I may obsarve, Incidentally,” that
Themas's powers of recuperation must

recelved a twist of hls splne In alight- |

i

)

wha |

anée |

mage Lo tha Britlsh Muscum. if, indeed, | wrote tn Thomas. and
n copy of the book may be found aven Major

1
]
|

|

| planation.
commanid.” | ther,"
“The Eecond" remained in Texas untll | l¥ there was a lotter from Governor

man, but Thomas gave them
his individual attention both day and
night.'

Of course, no one hut thos. whom
“Swaet Wi calls “simple gulls” ever
accepted for o moment this Nimsy ex-
“The matter went no far-
says the Major, “but very short-

“The matter went neo farther” becaus
Thomas was promptly informed ihat

never any letter from Governor
Letcher to Thomas, and how the Gov-

him an appolntment as Chlef of Ord-
nance, Confederate Stites Army,” I8
bewlldering to any man of averige
Intelllgenc:. Had the Major been a
trained officer, had he even read the

have been spared the moriifestlon of
tirz exposure of his eologsal ignorance.
Virginla had not yet scceded, and was
not destined to secede for more than
a month, and her "State Forces" had

8. Army.*
no

abiectlon, which
to the Major A

Another
doubt, scem

nelghbour In Lexington, that Thomas
woulid pe the very man for Chlef of
Ordnance of the “State Forces," which
the Governor was rapldly organizing
In case war should come. Latchar was
a strong “Union man,” who yet, ke
thousands of other able Virginians, be
lleved in the absolute right of & State
to secede, announcing publiely lis pur-

Pose to resist anyvthing {iks “Federal
coercion.”  Gllham, who soon b i
one of the Governor'as “Milltury

visers," knew Thomas to he a thor-
oughly brava and eapablae officer, and
urged his Immedinto appointment,
n*ver dreaming, from what he knew
of Thomas's outspaken Southern sentl-
ments, that he would hesitate to rt'-r
slgn ny once, pspecially in view of 1Iw~|
expressions contained In his letter of
15 Janunry. So Loatcher told Giltham
to go aliead and ask Thomag If he |
would resign at once and look after
the Virginin Ordnance, which was as
¥et unorganized. Gllham stralghtway !
hers 18 what.
terms his “stern|

J. €. White

reply.™

“New York IHotel, 12 March, 1861,
“His Excellency Goverpor John LNCh-f

er, Richmond, Va.:

“Dear Sir.—1 recelved yestorday nl
letter from Major Gilham, of the Vir-
ginla Military Institute, dated the 9th
ingtant, in reference to the positlon
of Chlef of Ordnance of the Siatle, In
which ha Informs me that vou had re- |
auested him to ask me if I would re-|
slgn from the serviee, and, It lm.l

| whetlier that post would ba aceaptable |

! moat sincere

placed In a Washington newsapapar fot |
a suitable “commandant of cadets and |

have been of a most remarkable -ohar:| goldlery=frankness which his admirers
- 1%

to me'  Ad ho
my reply
honor to

requested me to makae
to you direct T have thpe
state, after expressing my
thanks for your wvery |
kind offer (very “stern' that!), that
It [8 not my wish to leave the servies
of the United States as long na it |s
honorable for me to remain In It, and,’
therelore, as long a8 my native State,

Virginia, remalns In the Unfon, it s}
my purpofe to remain In tho army, |
unless requestad to perform duties |

allke repulsivae to honor and humanity. |
“T am, Sir, very reapectfilly,
“Your obediant servant,
"GEORGE H., THOMAS, |
“Major U. 8, Army."|
“Volla aqui trancha la question,” as
the French say.
1f Major Thomas dld
slgnify to Governor
it wnn his desire
tha army at that time (mara
than o month before  Virginia  se- |
ceded), but his purposa to romain in!
it only *“so long as his native State,
Virginla, remnined (n the Unlon,” then
it fa clear that human language s
worthless to express human purpose, |
and, In any event, It & ldle to clalm
for him that honorable dlrectness and

not mean to'
Loteher  that
tn remain In

iy

| major ta golng to bring In “spooks,™
| tha “wee ncld of truth®

lent disciple cannot swallow it, and
se adopts the “Napoleonle” plan of not
reproducing o llne of It, and contents
himself with charactorizlng it as
“atern.'

For more than thirty years England
has been my second home, and it Is my
goed fortune to know English officers
by the score, from field marshals to
captains In marching regiments, and
1 put the question to thete old friends
as to what would bhe thought of any
officer who thus practically suppresses
In a discussion a Jetter which Is the
very “core of the matter,” and con-
tenta himeelf with calling It “stern,'"
when there lg not a scintilln of stern-
neas in 11?7 When I was in the Army
of Northern Virginia It would have
heen adjudged (in the Innguage of tha
“Army Regulations'), certainly In the
mess, If not by court-martial, “conduct
unbecoming an officer and a gentle-
man.'"” Thomas was reared In the strict
“States’ rlghta school,” favored slavery
(which Lee dld not), and even his
biographer, Van Horne, allows that he
was “more decldedly Southern in his
sentiments than Lee'” (p. 31). Both his
brothers served |n the Confedernts
army, and so did all his near kinsmen,
both on his father's and mother's slde.
Nelther of hig sglsters, who were great-
devoted to him, ever apoke to
him agaln after he turned his back

on his State, and only one of his
brothers.

As for General Fitzhugh Lee's lat-
ter, I spcak *“by the card” when I

soy that he published It reluctantly. I
Knew him Intimately for many years,
and a more high-minded, sweat-tem-
pered, truthful and vellant gentleman
never breathed., As a dnshing young-
ster (second leutenant in Second Cav-
nlry) he had greatly distingulshed
himself In the campalgns of ‘459 and
'60 ngalnat the Indinns, and hls troop
rent the very heavens with their wild
cheers when ho slaw In slngle combat
tha “big chlef” of the flerea Camnnchos
in the sharp meles near Camp  Col-
orado, Texas, In 1860. In the Cone
federate army he was the ldeal bean
sabreur, Stuart's “righ bower,” as ha
used to call him, and rose to bha
major-gencral before he was twenty-
clght, not heenusa he was “the nephaw
of his uncle” (Robert E. Lee), but be-
cause of sheer akill and valoer on
flelit. of battle, After tha war ha
was-made Governor of Virginia. *In
regard to the letier of Thomas's for-
mer subordinate, Fitzhugh Lee, of tha
‘Virginia Dispateh’ (no such paper) of
=3 April, 1870, Piatt (pp. 85 et smanq.),
gives the emphatie statement ol Gen-
ernl Thomas “that [the letter] Is an
entire fubrication, not huving an atom
of foundation,” ete. Thus the poor
Juiddie-headed. maojor! How could
Thomas, who died on 28 March, 1870,
pronounce ag ‘an entire fabrication™
a letter that did not appear until nenr-
ly & month after he dled? Lf tho

is useless. Gen-

eral Leo was, as I say, reluctant to
publish his letter, but ths Northern
papers wore loudly asserting  that

Thomans had “never faltered” when the
cruclal test came in ‘61, and soman few
of his intimates urged him to put on
record publlely what he knew to s
the truth. Hera is what Fltzhugh
Lep wrote In the Richmond Dispateh
of 23d April, 1870: *“I knew General
Thomns well—was n Meutenant in the
cavalry Teglmont of which he wae
major before the war, and stationed at
the sama post In Texas with him. He
wns an  excellent artillery  officsr
(served In that arm |n Mexieo)—an
indifferent cavalry officer—too henvy,
too slow., The New York Tr'bune,
however, and all the Northern en-

comiums that 1 have read upon his
niame and fame, lay stress on hia
Iy u Virginlan who never faltered.

“States’ righta” men In the army? “Un-;
he raplied. ‘“Hao served
me two years. and wos most|
violent In his denunciations of the«
North."  “Well,"” quoth I, ‘o what do/
¥ou attrlbute hils golng over to your
side?’ Then, that wicked, wickod old
warrior whispered, with & wink, “You
sce, my dear fellow, ‘twas elmply an-
other case of the gray mare's belng
the better horse.” A faw years after
he published his "Fifty Years' Obser-
vatlon of Men and Events' (1884), fm
which, after paying a noble tribute to!
Thomus, he savs: “Hia wife was al
noble Northern woman, and his defer-|
ence for her wans great; and it is my.!
opinlon that it waas her {nfluoncel
more than any other considerationl
that detarmined him to cast his for-
tunes with us. Had he followed hia
own Inclinations he would have jolned
the Contfederates and fought agalnat
the North with the samo abllity and
valor that he dlsplayed in our cause”
(p. 168). Mrs. Thomas Eays in her
letter that thia 1s “decldedly a mis-

doubtedly,"
under

tike,” and adds that she does not
“think that they [Keyes and Thomas]
met from the timoa that General

Thomns went ot Kentucky to joln that
nrmy until they met in San Francisco."
Here s the same oonfusion of mind as
to the point at issus. We are not dis-
cussing what General Thomas's attl-
tude wag after he had joined the ene-
mies of hls native State, but his de-
clared sympoathies and purpose befora
he turned his back on Virginla in her
hour of sorest need. The major has
wandered heyond hls “world” into that
of his hittters and has proved that there
he knows nothing, ¥He has vunturedl‘
into the realm of “officinl records to
be known to (sle) all men., and has,
agnin evidenced there that his lack of!
accuracy Is only equaled by his shabby
slynesa of suppression., He hag ap-
parently heen once ofMelally “retired.” !
May I venture to suggest to him thng
It would be really to his advantage,

after this exposurs, to retire volun-
tarily Into his native obseurlty, }
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But they would hetter have left that
purt of his record out. It s g fact
that when war threatened hetweon
the two sectlons General Thomas's |
feelings were Southern to an almost |
bellicose degfer, It Is a fact that|
he told me Ip New York Clty in 1861,

to Washington to reslgn my commia-

| Blon as an officer of the Uniteq States

Army, that he, too, intended to resign.
It Is a fact that about thia time he
wroto & letter to John Letoher, the
Governor of Virginia, and tendered his
servicea to thn State (which letter thao
Governor may have now). He was an |
upright man and fought weil, though!
agninat us. Let him rest In peaca”
AR to Mrs, Thomas's lettor, whlchi
tha major coples from Professor Cop-
pea's “General Thomas,” 1 have no de-
slre to make any comment. She, too,
Ia dend, and wng no doubt a very
masterful woman, * Years ago, sitting
at luncheon next to AMajor-General
Keyes, U. 8, A, {n a charming North-
orn country house, I ventured to ask

[k i
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